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PARALLEL

(Alongside others)

Parallel play involves:

- Child plays next to another, but not trying to influence
the other's play.

- Child plays alone, however they are interested in what
other children are doing.

- Children engaged in similar actvities or different, but
like to be around each other.

- Near each other but not playing with each other.

Parents supporting their child’s parallel play will be:

- Ensuring they make time to play with their child, also
allowing their child o observe.

- Modelling and encouraging social skills, e.g. naming
“my turn, your turn”.

- Talking about what they are doing together.

- Providing materials and toys that are invloved in daily
routines. As well as dolls/teddies and characters
that can be a part of routines.

Parallel play promotes:

- Learning of peer regulation
- Observation skills
- Working independently
- Working with and getting along with others
- Language development
- Gross and fine motor skills
- Expressing desires and feelings
- Understanding of social skills
- Learning boundaries
- Modelling
- Learning to share/take turns
- Building confidence
- Creativity
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